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the route by the Cape would still have the preference over
the Suez route for the trade of Northern Europe. And the
Commissioners commence the second division of their report in
the following words:

' In summing up the result of the first division of our en-
' quiries, we see that it is not exactly true, generally speaking, as

* has been asserted in so many writings that the cutting  of
' the  Isthmus of Suez;  will be to the profit of all  countries,
'that the distance which separates them from India will be
'reduced., and that the only difference in this respect between
' the different states will be in proportion to  the share taken
'in this enterprize.    On  the contrary it is  evident to us that
c voyages by sailing vessels,   outward and homeward, by the
c Canal of Suez do  not offer  any advantage,  but will  rather
c entail loss   of time and   money on  comparing  the  probable

* results of such voyages with those of actual passages by the
6 Cape of  Good   Hope.    The  advantages   of this  last  route

* (by the Cape) will be much augmented when it is traversed

* by sailing clippers and mixed clippers following the newly

* discovered  Nautical Koute   (referring to a new track recom-

* mended by scientific men of Holland for the Cape  voyage).

* The route by the Cape will often be the most  advantageous
' for the merchant ships of Western Europe and America,, making
(for India and especially those destined for countries situated,

* as are our Eastern possessions,   to the south of the Equator.
f For these expeditions the route by the Isthmus of Suez will
'have no advantage, or advantage so uncertain that a large
' number of navigations will continue to follow the ancient route

*  by the Cape/

To this conclusion the Commissioners are brought with regard
to the trade of Northern Europe, but it must not be thought
that they therefore view the project as devoid of consequences
most important to the world at large and to the interests of all
nations Holland included. On the contrary they consider that
it will influence most favourably the commerce of nations in pro-
portion to their proximity to the Isthmus, and that to the coun-
tries which border the Mediterranean it will give advantages
which render it the duty of the Dutch Government to take

fveiy possible precaution to ensure to Holland a fair share of the
enefits which it will bestow.

It is right that we should here state, that while we have given
as fair a statement as our limits would allow, of the report of
the Butch Commission,, it is the report of a majority only, some
of the members drawing other deductions from the statistics
which they had before them* The following extract from a